
What is a Noxious weed?
Plants that are highly destructive, invasive, 
competitive, and difficult to control.  These 
species reduce crop yields, destroy native 

plant and animal habitat, damage 
recreational opportunities, clog waterways, 
lower land values and may poison humans 
and livestock. Noxious weeds are biological 

pollutants, if left uncontrolled they 
destroy our ecosystems.

Why should we care?
Plants are the building blocks for all life. 

Plants are used for  food, clothing, shelter, 
and air.  Many large and small wild animals 

depend on plants as a core food source. 
Invasive plants disrupt the natural systems 
and out compete many beneficial plants.  

Once invasive species take hold of land they 
normally persist for many years,  costing 
landowners time and money for control.

Does State law require noxious  
Weed control?

YES. The law states that landowners are 
required to follow state and county weed 

control requirements. These laws are listed 
in chapter 17.10 of the RCW and Chapter 

16-750 of the WAC.
What is the problem?

There are over 5,000 escaped plant species 
in the United States, most of them are 

agricultural contaminants and escaped 
ornamentals.  In Washington State, 

approximately 50% of our noxious weed list 
consists of escaped ornamentals.

To find out more about noxious 
weeds 

and their control in 
Washington, contact:

Washington State
Noxious Weed Control Board

P.O. Box 42560, Olympia, WA  98504
(360) 902-1901

Web site:  http://www.nwcb.wa.gov

Or

Washington State Department of 
Agriculture

21 North First Avenue #103
Yakima, WA 98902

(509) 225-2604

Or  

Your local County Noxious Weed 
Control Board:

Help Protect Washington’s Environment, 
Manage Noxious Weeds on Your Land!



To help protect the state’s resources, the 
Washington State Noxious Weed Control 
Board adopts a State Noxious Weed List 
each year. This list categorizes weeds into 
three major classes -

A, B & C -according to the seriousness of the   
threat they pose to the state or a region of the  
state.

Class A weeds: are  species with a limited 
distribution in Washington.  Preventing new 
infestations and eradicating existing 
infestations is  the highest priority.  
Eradication is required  by law.

Class B Weeds: are  species presently 
limited to portions of the state. Species are   
designated for control in regions where they 
are    not  yet widespread.  Preventing new 
infestations    in these areas is a high priority.  
In regions where a Class B species is already 
abundant, control is decided at the local level, 
with containment as the primary goal.

CLASS C WEEDS: Many of these species 
are widespread in the state.  Long-term 
programs of suppression and control are a 
County option, depending upon local threats 
and the feasibility of control in local areas.

*=Plants whose sale is Prohibited in WA
Common Name Scientific Name

Annual bugloss Anchusa arvensis B
Babysbreath Gypsophila paniculata C
Bighead knapweed Centaurea macrocephala A *
Black knapweed Centaurea niga B *
Blueweed Echium vlugare B *
Brazilian elodea Egeria densa B *
Butterfly bush Buddleia Davidii
Clary sage Salvia sclarea A *
Common bugloss Anchusa officinalis B *

Dalmatian toadflax Linaria dalmatica ssp. 
dalmatica B *

Dyers woad Isatis tinctoria A *

Common Name Scientific Name
Eggleaf spurge Euphorbia oblongata A *
English holly Ilex aquifolium
English ivy Hedera helix 'Baltica' C
English ivy Hedera helix 'Pittsburgh' C
English ivy Hedera helix  'Star' C

English ivy Hedera hibernica 
'Hibernica' C

Eurasian watermilfoil Myriophyllum spicatum B *
Fanwort Cabomba caroliniana B *
Fennel Foeniculum vulgare
Garden loosestrife Lyimachia vulgaris B *
Garlic mustard Alliaria petiolata A *

Giant hogweed Heracleum 
mantegazzianum A *

Gorse Ulex eruopaeus B
*

Hawkweed, spp* hieracium  Non-Native  
species B

Herb-Robert Geranium robertianum B
Hydrilla Hydrilla verticillata A *
Indigobush Amorpha fruticosa B *
Knapweeds Centaurea, many are suspect

Knotweed, Bohemian Polygonum bohemicum B *

Knotweed, Giant Polygonum sachalinense B *

Knotweed, Himalayan Polygonum polystachyum B *

Knotweed, Japanese Polygonum cuspidatum B *
Kochia (Burning bush) Kochia scoparia B *
Leafy spurge Euphorbia esula B *
Meadow clary Salvia pratensis A *
Mediterranean sage Salvia aethiopis A *
Milk thistle Silybum marianum A *
Myrtle Spurge Euphorbia myrsinites C
Old man's beard Clematis vitalba C
Oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare B *
Parrotfeather Myriophyllum aquaticum B *
Policeman's helmet 
(poor mans orchid)

Impatiens glandulifera B *

Common Name Scientific Name
Purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria B *
Russian knapweed Acropilon repens B *
Saltcedar Tamarix ramosissima B *
Scotch broom Cytisus scoparius B *
Scotch thistle Onopordum acanthium B *
Spanish broom Spartium junceum A *
Spurge laurel Daphne laureola
St. Johnswort Hypericum perforatum C
Tree of heaven Ailanthus altissima
Wand loosestrife Lythrum virgatum B *
Water primrose Ludwigia hexapetala B *
Wild carrot Daucus carota B *
Wild chervil Anthriscus sylvestris B *
Wild four o' clock Mirabilis nyctaginea A *
Yellow archangel Lamium galeobdolon
Yellow flag iris Iris pseudocorus C
Yellow floating heart Nymphoides peltata B *
Yellow toadflax Linaria vulgaris C *

What Can You Do?
Be aware of what you plant, keep in 
mind sensitive natural areas beyond 

your garden or yard.  Follow prohibited 
plant laws. Contact your local Extension 

office or Weed Control  Board if you 
notice a plant moving outside of its 

intended area. Do not share plants that 
are overrunning your yard.  Never 

dispose of aquatic plants in a natural 
pond, river or ditch.  Dead head plants, 
remove all seeds and put them in the 
trash.  Be aware that  many noxious 

weeds thrive in compost piles.  

Educate those around you of the 
invasive potential of some plants. 


